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         15th July 2010
FROM THE HEADMISTRESS

We end what has been a true summer term of weather and outdoor activities on a very high note.  Speech Day was a wonderful occasion and the tours of the new building are generating tremendous support from many parents.  
On Monday I received a wonderful message from one family who will give the last £50,000 of the 1.6 million needed.  If we can raise the rest.   I hope this will keep us all focused on the challenge.  
My very grateful thanks, therefore, to those who have pledged or given support this week. We have now parted happily with the Drama studio and a practice room as sponsored spaces, with 20 seats and several trucks and hods of bricks.  It is all very, very gratefully received.  The governors’ decision will be made at the end of July and you will be the first to know the outcome.  

Speech Day was a wonderful event for many other reasons, too, that should not be eclipsed.  Tremendous displays and exhibitions of work were very well visited and admired, concerts were wonderfully played and all manner of the girls’ talents were on display.  The Class of 2010 went on to enjoy a wonderful leavers’ ball and this was preceded, as is traditional, by my reception for the parents of the leaving Upper Sixth in the Rose Garden.  They then went on to their own events kindly hosted by parents.  A lovely evening was had by all.  
The last week of term is one of final lessons and a raft of inter-house competitions.  As I write we have enjoyed the Lower 5 Debating, won by Musgrave, and the House Swimming:  arguably the noisiest of all the house competitions and one of the most hotly contested.  No results yet. We eagerly await Long Parli.
Today I am about to go out to the field for the Athletics which will culminate in the staff v. leavers’ relay and this afternoon we will have the Quiz. The end of term lecture is being given by Claire Coleman (St. Catherine’s 1988 - 1995) on her work/life as a free-lance journalist on health and beauty.   And then we will have Long Parliament, our final assembly, at which we celebrate the term – and the year’s – achievements in all areas of school life, before playing the U6 and leaving staff out and presenting them with their leavers’ gift from the School.  When I am asked for leave of absence for these end-of-term days from time to time, it is hard to describe what the girls get up to and why I always feel it is a shame to miss these events.  Perhaps this snapshot has been helpful.  St. Catherine’s is a family affair, and the ‘rites of passage’ of the end of term are very important to that sense of belonging.  

In your end-of-term envelope you will find the outline programme of the events for the 125th Anniversary Year.  Do have a quick read and earmark those things for your diary that you would like to attend. Further information will follow in the Autumn, but it is helpful to have a good word to the wise for your diary, I hope. 

To sum up 2009-2010 in a brief paragraph would be impossible but the overall impression I am left with is that of tremendous pace and lots of fun surrounding everything we do.  What I can say is that I know that all my colleagues in all areas of School life have worked very hard and with great commitment to educate and develop your daughters and I would like to thank them all publicly here for so many hours which are well beyond the call of duty or contract.  They are a very special team indeed and I feel privileged every day to lead them and, more importantly, to work alongside them.

We wish the following staff well on their wedding days and please note the change of surnames for September! Miss Chris Komor to Mrs Chris Peskett; Miss Andrea Dillnutt to Mrs Andrea Fuller; Miss Davina Lassiter to Mrs Davina Byrne and Miss Silja Murto to Mrs Silja Goya.  Miss Grizzelle will also now be known as Mrs Grizzelle-Lang.
We end the year wishing our leavers’ well for the future, for university or their Gap Year travels.  They have been a wonderful year and we will miss them.  

Have wonderful summer holidays, girls.  Where your report says do a bit of work, do a bit of work…. But rest, too, and read, or go to new places or develop new interests.  And return refreshed and ready for action again!  LUGO…..!

Mrs A M Phillips

FROM THE SENIOR HOUSEMISTRESS

To launch our 125th Anniversary, there will be a whole school photograph and individual portrait photographs taken of every girl in the school.  The photography will take place on Thursday 9th September and Friday 10th September in Senior School and in addition, Monday 13th September in the Preparatory School.  It will be important that all girls are dressed in WINTER UNIFORM.  Members of the L6 should be wearing suits on both Thursday and Friday.  We would be grateful if all girls could take extra care about their appearance at this time.

We are looking forward to some wonderful photographs that will provide a lasting memory of this particular birthday.   Many thanks.
Mrs M Banks

FROM THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR

It is good to see the new building develop before our eyes and those taking advantage of the opportunity to visit on Speech Day were fulsome in their praise.  It is fitting, therefore, at the end of academic year 2009/2010, as School Administrator and Timetabler, for me to pay tribute to all the members of the school, students, staff and parents who have coped with some unusual requests from me over the past year. 

In the 125 birthday year we now can look forward to the new format calendar to be posted on the new website, but meanwhile here is a selection of dates for next term.

U3 Parents Evening on Wednesday 3rd November

U6 Parents Evening on Thursday 11th November

L4 Parents Evening on Tuesday 23rd November

L5 Parents Evening on Monday 29th November

All Parents Evenings take place in the Millennium Building and West Block from 6.30-9.30pm

U4, U5 and L6 will all receive reports in their end of term envelopes.

Other events next term include:

U6 UCAS Consultation with Tutors on Thursday 16th September at 6.00pm 

L6 Parents Informal tea-party with Tutors in the Dining Room on Friday 17th September at 4.15pm

L6 Presentation Evening of GCSE Certificates on Friday 3rd December at 6.30pm.

We have much to celebrate with the Cathedral Service on 24th September and the Sixth Form Open Evening for U5 the same day.
We also look forward to the 30th Anniversary Concert given by Guilford Chamber Choir, with St Catherine’s Middle Chamber Choir on Saturday 20th November.

St Catherine’s Day is Friday 24th November, with hard fought House Lacrosse, which will finish with our Gala Concert in the evening at 7.30pm. 

The Carol Service, which all girls in the Senior School attend, is on Monday 13th December at Guildford Cathedral.

Please be aware that the House Communions this academic year will be on Sundays at 5.00pm, followed by a glass of wine, squash and canapés.

This year’s Association Concert will end our Spring term with a performance of Carmina Burana at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford. on Saturday 26th March. The first rehearsal will be at the start of next term on Wednesday 15th September when the Senior Chamber Choir will also be present.

It is an exciting term to come, the above is just a flavour, and the 125 flyer you received recently will have given you much more detail.   

SCHOOL JUMBLE SALE

Please note the Charities Board Jumble Sale on 18th September.  We would be very grateful for any donations of bric a brac, toys and clothes at the beginning of next term.

Thank you very much.

Mrs J Arrick

  
FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 

Another year has whizzed by in the blink of an eye and we can all pause for a short while to think about all our achievements!

Higher Education applications have continued to produce a wide range of offers from UK institutions and from abroad and this is very pleasing. Competition for places has continued to intensify this year with many institutions feeling the financial pinch if they offer too many places and girls applying over the next year or so would be advised to keep a careful eye on the ever changing scene. A useful point of reference is the unistats website (unistats.direct.gov.uk/). Careful research will be needed more than ever to look into numbers of places available, numbers of applicants, course details and so on. 
It will also be very interesting to see how the new A* grades at A2 level will be used in standard offers over the next year or two. Current offers have peaked at A*AA and I will be conducting some research in the new academic year to see how close our predictions have been to the actual grades awarded.  (This is the sort of exercise Directors of Studies REALLY enjoy!)

We continue to keep a firm eye on the developments to national assessment such as the demise of Key Skills level 3 which has been so useful  in the Sixth Form.   Thoughts of where we might go next to provide the stretch and challenge that our girls need and deserve outside their chosen AS subjects are taking place.  More on this in the new academic year. Controlled coursework is being introduced into many GCSE subjects in place of coursework and this needs a great deal of preparation and planning. IGCSE subjects are thankfully free from this burden and I can hear Mr Worthen whooping with delight as we move towards IGCSE English! 

I have spent some time since the recent school examinations reviewing papers and grades and also report writing.  Once again I have been impressed with the wealth of positive comments expressed by staff regarding the progress made by the girls this year and how hard they have prepared for their exams. We are very fortunate indeed to work with such talented and dedicated girls and I am very proud of their achievements. 

The options schemes and timetable are complete and we can all look forward to a new academic year with optimism. There is the small matter of A2, AS and GCSE results to look forward to.  The A2 and AS results will be published on Thursday 19th August and I will of course be on hand to assist in any way I can. The GCSE results will be published on Tuesday 24th August and I will likewise be available to provide support as needed. 

Finally, my PQA sessions will take place on TUESDAY evenings for the first half of next term, starting on 14th September at 6.00pm. for all those girls in the current U6 who have chosen not to apply to university until they know their A2 results.
There has been much to savour this year and we should rejoice briefly and rest. For those departing I wish you every success and happiness for the future. Please keep in touch. For those remaining on our supersonic Rolls Royce aircraft I bid you a restful summer holiday. Come back refreshed ready to head for the stars.

Dr S Pumphrey

A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Middle School Production, 21 &22 October 2010: 
An exciting and original take on the much loved classic! 

Rehearsals for next term’s Middle School Production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream are now in full swing, with the cast of U3s and L4s tackling this challenging script with their boundless enthusiasm and energy. This year’s production promises to be a thrilling, energetic and surprising adaptation of the play. 

Application forms will be available in the first copy of the Wheel next term.  Watch this space!

Miss L Grizzelle

OUR DAY OUT – SENIOR SCHOOL PRODUCTION 16, 17 & 18 FEBRUARY 2011
An entertaining but poignant musical by Willy Russell, the writer of 'Blood Brothers'. Not to be missed!
AUDITIONS ARE AT THE START OF THE AUTUMN TERM!

Fri 10 Sept: 4.30pm – 5pm: Initial meeting for anyone interested in being involved, either as actors or stage crew.
5 pm - 6.30pm:  Sixth Form auditions.

Tues 14 Sept: 4.30pm – 6.30pm: Fifth Form auditions 
This is a large cast musical and there are pure acting as well as singing/acting parts and terrific musical numbers for the chorus of pupils (Mrs Kay’s unruly ‘Progress Class’, unleashed for a day’s outing to the seaside!) 

For auditions students will need to come with  something of their choice that must be learnt, such as a monologue, poem or duologue. Also a song, to sing unaccompanied, if they wish to be considered for a major singing role.
Further auditions will involve improvisations and the use of cockney accents (needed for some of the parts.) You have been warned!  

I look forward to seeing many enthusiastic performers at the auditions. 

Miss J Hilvert
PE 
SAILING – HAYLING ISLAND
On a bright and sunny morning of 28th June, 9 members of the St Cat’s sailing team travelled down to Hayling Island Sailing Club for 3 days to compete in the final event of the Surrey Schools Regatta calendar.  Organised by RGS School, the regatta is held every year, but this is the first year St Catherine’s School has been able to enter. 

The 3 days were spent sailing a range of courses and understanding the different tactics in tidal conditions, as well as gaining valuable tips from expert sailors.   The girls were lucky enough to experience three days of brilliant sunshine and strong winds. With these perfect conditions, the sailors got a real taste of racing on the sea, as well as spending one of the days right out in Hayling Bay.  

Even with some small technical hitches, all girls performed fantastically and provided some exciting and promising racing.  Overall, in the handicap fleet, Hattie-Lucas Clements finished top optimist and 8th overall, Anna Lucas-Clements came 2nd Topper and 7th overall and Lottie Fullerton won her Pico class.  

In the Feva fleet, Laura Wakefield and Caroline Lowe came 9th , Kate Cole and Jess McGugan came in 3rd and Lucy Cave and Hannah Wakefield won the fleet, winning St Catherine’s a large trophy. The week was very successful and a lot of fun, and was a great roundup for St Catherine’s sailing season.  The whole team are commended for their brilliant performances and team spirit and congratulations to the girls who were:

Lucy Cave, Jess McGugan, Kate Cole, Lottie Fullerton, Laura Wakefield, Caroline Lowe, Anna Lucas Clements, Hannah Wakefield, Hattie Lucas Clements

ATHLETICS

Last Monday the National Prep school Athletics finals were held in Birmingham.  L4’s and U3’s have worked hard all term on their individual events, resulting in 8 girls qualifying for finals. 

Katie Standen and Becca Dingemans unfortunately had to pull out of competing at the last minute due to injury. 

Lauren Hirst threw the Shott Putt and finished 7th, throwing 8.07m.  Annabel Williams finished 9th, running the 800m in 3min40s.  Becky Robinson finished 16th in Javelin throwing 19.36m and also competed in the 1500m where she ran a new PB of  5min 34s, finishing 14th. Lois Buck also ran a new PB in the 1500m of  5min 12s, placing her 4th overall. 

Our relay team consisted of Lois Buck, Annabel Williams, Ellie Gerrard and Leo Bell, and the team ran their heat in 55.86, meaning that they qualified for the final; however this did involve Leo hurling herself over the finish line and skidding 10 yards along the track on her shoulder. Despite this, the team composed themselves to run in the final and were placed a respectable 5th overall. 
In Long Jump, Leo Bell finished 7th with her best jump of 4m34cm.  Leo also ran the 100m, in which she qualified for the final having run a time of 13.47 in the heats. Leo put in another great performance in the final finishing 3rd; a fantastic result in an extremely close race. Please can Leo come and collect her medal.

This is a superb set of results from a National Finals competition with such a high standard of athletics. All of the girls who competed should be very proud of their achievements. 

Tennis

Jasmine Morad has been competing in the Surrey postal tournament all term. She has now qualified for the Finals and will be competing at Sutton Tennis tournament on the 18th July. This is fantastic news and Good Luck to Jasmine at the finals. 

Golf

Our Golf team competed in the semi final competition of the ISGA plate competition against St Paul’s Boys School at Wimbledon Common Golf club. Unfortunately we lost this match 2.5 to 0.5 but this does not tell the full story as all 3 played really well and so near to victory! Wimbledon Common GC is the home course for St Paul’s and although short is narrow with some very tricky greens.

Sorcha Cotter lost on the 17th hole 2 up with 1 to play. However, she was playing a Hertfordshire Boys County player (Handicap 5) and they are a good county. It was a good match with only one in it at any time until the 17th hole. Geileis Cotter remains a very competitive player and held on to a well earned draw against a lower handicapper winning the 18th hole to halve the match.

Lottie Palmer only lost on the 18th hole which was a bit of a disappointment but she was hitting some very good balls. So overall St Cat’s acquitted itself very well and were close to an upset. We played St Paul’s 18 months ago and they trounced St Cat’s so this was quite an improvement and very competitive. Prof. Finbar Cotter also played against their staff and gave us a moral victory overall by winning his match! Afterwards there was a joint tea and food with the 2 captains giving a short thank you speech so all done in a very friendly and proper manner. It was a very good and close match for the semi-final. 

Thank you very much to Professor Cotter for all the support he has given the golf team throughout the year and for generously arranging match play and competitions at his club as well as representing us as our member of  staff in all the competitions.

RACE FOR LIFE

On Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th a number of St Catherine’s girls enjoyed taking part in Cancer Research UK’s: Race for Life.  Harry Ellison, Dominique Yeo, Pip Courage, Anna Ginzburg and Snezhana Ivanova all completed the race.  Emily Zaborski completed the 5km run in a great time of 21 minutes.  Eleanor Hurley came 6th overall completing the race in 20 mins 42 and Becky Robinson was placed a fantastic 2nd overall, finishing in 19 mins.  Congratulations to all girls who took part!

KIT

You will receive an information booklet in your end of term pack regarding the new range of teamwear available to buy directly from the internet with our new product range – PlayerLayer. Please read through the brochure carefully to ensure you are clear as to which items your daughter is entitled to purchase. None of these items is in any way compulsory, but they are on offer to the girls as a high quality technical garment should your daughter’s current sports kit be too small or out of use or should she be moving up into more senior squads/teams and needing to be better equipped for more and longer practices and match days.  

Some of the items are available to ALL girls and other items are only specific to team players for certain sports. If you have any queries regarding the purchasing of any of this kit then please do not hesitate to contact me by e – mail. 
The playerlayer website address is on the brochure. For any girls purchasing Lacrosse team shirts, the company will have been sent your name and shirt number in advance so please don’t worry about the fact that you cannot input your playing number for the time being. You can of course complete your name for the label inside the shirt but your name on the outside of the shirt will have been sent through by us.  
Indoor Trainers

One other point to consider as you buy any new equipment over the summer is the fact that as we move into the new sports hall before Christmas next term your daughters will be required to have a separate pair of indoor, clean trainers for inside wear only. These do not have to be expensive but simply sensible cross trainers that will not black mark the wooden, sprung floor surface. Again if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this matter

Please see attached a summary of the sporting activities this term and some important dates for next term.

Finally – Thank you and good bye to Miss Charman and Miss Rayner for all their hard work, superb coaching and inspirational teaching. We will miss you both loads and wish you the best of luck in your future careers. You have been outstanding and we will all miss you SOOOOOoooo much! Also, thank you to Miss Vickers who although leaving the senior school, we will still see around in the prep school as she will be working there part time next year covering a maternity leave – so good luck, too, Miss Vickers!

Mrs V Alexander

MUSIC

The last weeks of term saw a lot of last minute preparation from those girls taking ABRSM and Trinity/Guildhall exams. The Trinity/Guildhall results are already here, and we are expecting the ABRSM results in the near future. I have my fingers crossed that they will arrive before the end of term, but if they do not then please try ringing the Music Department up until Friday 23rd July, and after that the Main Office.

Speech Day saw members of the Concert Band and Fife & Drum Band performing magnificently in the hangar at Dunsfold, as did the Jazz Band at lunchtime and the Music Award Holders and Scholars who all gave quite outstanding performances at the two simultaneous Open Day concerts. Thank you and many congratulations to you all.   

If any girls find themselves at a loose end over the holidays please do encourage them to start thinking about writing a Christmas Carol for the Annual Carol competition! The carol can be for unaccompanied solo voice, solo voice and piano, or for a choir (a capella or with piano). The words should be of a sacred nature, reflecting the atmosphere of the Christmas story. The winning composer will receive a £20 prize and if suitable, the winning carol will be performed as part of this year’s Carol Service in Guildford Cathedral. Come on – have a go! Entries must be legible and should be handed to me by Monday 18th October.

It just remains for me to thank everyone - girls, parents, and all my colleagues - for your incredible support and enthusiasm during this musical year at St Catherine’s. I have really enjoyed all the wonderful music-making that has taken place (which you will have read about in the Speech Day programme) and look forward to more of the dedication, high calibre musicianship and enthusiasm which I know your daughters will show me in vast amounts again next year!

Finally, we say goodbye to two members of the Music Department. We would all like to give a big thank-you to Miss Cow, a former pupil at St Catherine's, who leaves us after 6 years of inspiring bassoon teaching, and also to Mr Brown who has been with the department since November helping out. He has been a wonderful colleague and a great support to us all. He will be missed greatly by both girls and staff, and we wish him well in his new post as Teacher of Music at Spalding Grammar School.

On behalf of the whole Music Department I hope that you all have a very enjoyable summer break.

Mr G Field

DAMAGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS?

Calling all musicians….

This is a plea for any musical instruments that have outlived their useful lives or are damaged or even broken in some way. We may be able to offer them immortality within a mural for the Music Centre stairwell! This idea has been brewing for a number of years, but is frustrated from bearing fruition due to the lack of material. While it is a painful thought that a precious musical instrument might have worn out or suffered damage and have been spoilt, we would be very glad to save you the sorrow of throwing it out. It is our intention that our ‘graveyard’ of musical instruments will in time become something beautiful and thus live on. Anything that is rendered useless to you could be just what we need. It doesn’t matter how large or small - items like drumsticks, broken keys that have needed replacing from an old piano or keyboard, music stands, old guitars, any items from brass or woodwind, percussion, etc. Please pass this on to musician friends. 

Anything considered to fit the bill can be brought to the Arts Centre. 

Thank you.

Mrs J Silk and Mr G Field

Senior School Second Hand Shop
The Second Hand Senior School Uniform Shop will be closed during the Summer Holidays except during the Lacrosse camps. 

Openings in the Summer Holidays (LAX Camp)
Lax Camp Tuesday 17th - Fri 20th August    
Open Wed 18th August 9.30 - 10.30 am and Fri 20th August 4.00 - 5.00 pm
 
Lax Camp Tues 24th - Fri 27th August         
Open Wed 25th August 9.30 - 10.30 am/ Fri 27th August 4.00 - 5.00 pm
 
Lax Camp Tues 31st - Fri 3rd September     
Open Wed 1st Sept 9.30 - 10.30 am/ Fri 3rd Sept 4.00 - 5.00 pm 

If none of the above times are convenient, please contact Mrs Jackie Wells on Tel: 01306 710483 or  j.wells83@btinternet.com  to make an appointment. 

Additional information can be found on the School website:  http://www.stcatherines.info/ma.html
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